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profitable, as the mushrooms grow
too slowly.  If  the   crop   comes  in
definite flushes, the temperature can
be raised to 60 degrees for three days,
after which it should  be   dropped
again,to 55 degrees or thereabouts. A
few degrees higher will not be seri-
ous, but too high a temperature will
cause the mushrooms to open up too
rapidly and make it difficult to keep
them harvested.  Mushrooms grown
at lower  temperatures   tend   to   be
firmer and will  ship  better.   Since
summer   temperatures   are   usually
higher than the maximum for good
growth, it is practically impossible to
grow mushrooms during the summer
months except in underground struc-
tures where the temperature can be
maintained below 60 degrees. Grow-
ers have tried air-conditioning, but
there are many details to be studied
before  returns   commensurate   with
cost of installation can be assured. A
practical means of controlling tem-
peratures is by drawing air through
the house from below, through pipes
which are buried in the ground.

PREPABING MANURE: The old stand-
ard material for growing mushrooms
is horse manure. It should have a
good amount of straw in it. Mixed
barnyard manure may be used, pro-
viding it does not contain more than
25 percent of other than horse man-
ure unless a considerable amount of
wheat straw is mixed with it. Manure
from cavalry camps is good, provid-
ing it is from horses. Manure from
mules is not very satisfactory and
should be mixed with a horse manure
comparatively free of straw.

Synthetic manure may be made for
growing mushrooms, but it is not so
easy to make as to compost horse
There is much work to be

done in developing a good synthetic
manure. The following mixtures are
two of several wliich have been rec-
ommended as having possibilities.

PENN STATE FORMULA:

One ton of wheat straw.  (May

contain some oat straw.)
Six bushels of wheat scattered
through the straw after it has
been soaked with water.
Twenty pounds of urea scattered
through the straw after it has
started to heat

This material is put together at
the first toning. The tempera-
ture should rise to 140 degrees
in the center of the pile. The
material should be thoroughly
packed by tromping, so as to
keep it heating. In a week, it
should be watered, turned by
forking, and again packed.
This is done three times more,
before the mixture is placed in
the house,
NEW JERSEY FORMUIA:

One ton of mixed straw, wheat,

and oats.

Six hundred pounds of a succu-
lent material such as green
grass, or any green material
that contains considerable
water, are mixed with the
straw and grain and water is
added as necessary.
Four to five hundred pounds of
clover hay may be added to
the straw and the whole thing
soaked down.

Twenty pounds of pulverized
limestone should be added to
the mixture at about the sec-
ond or third turning.

Other  combinations are also  being
used by some growers in place of the